
Early Years Autumn Briefings



Welcome



Session aims:

1. To inform practitioners of national and local      
updates in EY including:

• EYFSP data

• EY key publications

• New EY research

• OCC training opportunities and new resources 
including Leaders of Early learning

2. To share good and outstanding practice in 
developing effective parent partnerships



Outline of briefing:

• National and local updates

• Focus on: Developing parent partnership 
including activity on sharing good practice 

• Leader of Early Learning - presentation

• Training and support available from the Early 
Years Team



“If we get the early years right, we pave     
the way for a lifetime of achievement. 

If we get them wrong, we miss a unique 
opportunity to shape a child’s future.” 

(From ‘Unknown Children: Destined for Disadvantage’)



Oxfordshire overview:

• Approximate figures

• 591 childminders

• 291 settings

• 250 Schools including 6 Maintained Nursery 
Schools

• Total number of EYR childcare places: 16 757



Two-year-old funding take up:

• National average – 68% of eligible children 
take-up 2YO funding.

• Regional average – 68% of eligible children 
take-up 2YO funding.

• Local authority – 71% of eligible children take-
up 2YO funding.



Current inspection cycle:
Inspections completed in Oxfordshire 

• National: 93% good or outstanding

• Regional: 94% good or outstanding

• 12% Outstanding (national 16%; regional 19%)

• 82% Good

• 5% Requires Improvement

• 1% Inadequate





Oxfordshire’s focus for 2017

Increasing school attendance

Helping early and prevention

Safely reduce the number of looked after    
children and demand management 

Improving the confidence and capability 
of the whole workforce  



Oxfordshire Education Strategy 
2015-18

‘We want every Oxfordshire child to attend a 
school or a setting that is

at least good’



New Offer for 2017-18



www.oxfordshireearlyyears.co.uk

http://www.oxfordshireearlyyears.co.uk/


Where to find us



Oxfordshire’s Leaders of Early Learning







2017 EYFSP data

Oxfordshire’s performance has increased by 13%pts   
since 2014.



The Free School Meals gap in Oxfordshire 
has been narrowing but remains much wider 

than that nationally.



The attainment of children with SEN     
Support remains lower than 

the national average





Attainment in the year 1 phonics check 
has increased to be in line with the 

national average.



Using EYTT to help improve 
progress and practice

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/trackingtool



Assessment update

• Statutory Baseline introduced in 2020.  This will 
measure progress from reception to end of year 6.

•Key stage 1 assessments will cease to be statutory  
once the reception baseline assessment has 
become fully established, from 2023

•EYFSP will remain statutory but will change. 
Descriptors underpinning the Early Learning Goals 
will be clearer and supporting guidance 
reviewed/improved.



Moderation Areas for 2018

• Awaiting confirmation from the STA

Physical,  Understanding the World and 
Expressive Arts and Design



Statutory Framework for the EYFS
April 2017



EYFS Musts Audit



Development Matters 
‘Ages and Stages’



EY SEN

• The new EY RAF (request for additional 
funding) application form and guidance along 
with other information regarding Early Years 
SEN is now available on :

• https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/
guidance-and-procedures-support-providers

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/guidance-and-procedures-support-providers






Ages and Stages Questionnaire 
(ASQ-3) Analysis

• Achieving above threshold indicates that a child’s 
development appears to be on schedule.

• 90% scored above threshold overall.
• 93% of females and 86% of males
• 91% of White children, 85% of Asian/Asian British and 

Black/Black British children. 
• Fewer children living in deprived areas scored above 

threshold. 86% in the most deprived areas compared to 
94% in the least deprived areas. 

• The ASQ-3 questionnaire measures development across 
five domains. The lowest result for either gender was in 
the Communication domain. (Boys 91% Girls 93%)



Language as a Child Wellbeing 
indicator report – Sept 2017

• ‘…the fundamental link between language and 
other social, emotional and learning outcomes 
makes early language development a primary 
indicator of child wellbeing’.

• Children from socially disadvantaged families are 
more than twice as likely to be diagnosed with a 
language problem. 

• Disparities in child language capabilities are 
recognisable in the second year of life and are 
clearly having an impact by the time children 
enter school. 







School readiness

From the NAHT School Ready Survey

• 86% of heads believe the issue of school 
readiness has become worse over the past 5 
years

• 24% of heads said more than half of their 
intake was not school ready

• Speech, language and communication issues 
were the greatest concern

‘



OFSTED

• “If you are doing it for Ofsted, you are doing it for the 
wrong reasons.” Lee Owston, HMI Ofsted’s specialist 
adviser for EYFS.

• Myths busting: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-
inspection-handbook-from-september-2015/ofsted-
inspections-mythbusting 
https://www.youtube.com/user/Ofstednews

• New Schools Inspection handbook  (coming out soon.)
• IDSR (Inspection Data Summary Report) is replacing 

Data Dashboard for Schools.
• ASP (Analysing School Performance)

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-inspection-handbook-from-september-2015/ofsted-inspections-mythbusting




Watchsted website
www.watchsted.com



Inspecting teaching

Inspectors will take account of :
• the equipment adults provide

• the physical environment

• the structure and routines of the day that establish expectations.

Integral to teaching is how practitioners:
• assess what the children know

• take account of their interests and dispositions to learn (characteristics 
of effective learning)

• use this information to plan children’s next steps in learning

• monitor progress



Ofsted’s definition of teaching



SEF - Self Evaluation

Leaders and Managers of settings should have an 
accurate  view of the quality of their provision and they 
should know what to improve.  This view should be 
summarised in their SEF.

Inspectors will evaluate how well a setting knows its 
strengths and weaknesses and how it can improve.

A Self evaluation form can be found on the Ofsted 
website under publications:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-online-self-
evaluation-form-sef-and-guidance-for-providers-delivering-the-early-

years-foundation-stage

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-online-self-evaluation-form-sef-and-guidance-for-providers-delivering-the-early-years-foundation-stage


Action plans

Good action plans need to:
• Identify priorities and responsibilities through use of a 

range of tools (audits, observations etc.)

• Allot timescales and costings

• Give success criteria

• Evaluate impact of actions on the children

• Be updated regularly

The most effective action plans allow for the 

whole team to contribute!





Important contact information

• If you have a concern about a child,  call MASH on 0345 
050 7666

• From the 1st February 2017, LCSS took on the role of 
providing No Name Consultations. 

please contact your local LCSS Team on:

• LCSS North Tel: 0345 2412703

• LCSS Central Tel: 0345 2412705

• LCSS South Tel: 0345 2412608 

• http://www.oscb.org.uk/

http://www.oscb.org.uk/


LCSS … 6 months on

• Early Help Assessment (EHA) training (next date 06 
December 2017 – book through CPD online/Step into 
Training)

• 47% increase in EHA’s between March – August 2017 
compared to this time last year - this indicates that our 
EHA training partners are really working hard to 
support emerging concerns earlier before they 
escalate.

• Ensure any EHA/TAF minutes are sent to LCSS for filing
• The EHA is not a referral into services, if agencies think 

Early Help is required for a family they should contact 
their link worker.



OSCB Neglect Practitioner Portal 
Have you seen it yet?

• In Oxfordshire neglect is the most common 
reason for children becoming subject to a 
Child Protection Plan

• Recognising that neglect can be difficult to 
quantify, work with and improve, OSCB have 
created the practitioner portal to help you 
address this potentially fatal and 
developmentally disastrous form of abuse

http://www.oscb.org.uk/2017/08/the-oscb-neglect-practitioner-portal-have-you-seen-it-yet/




LADO
The Local Authority Designated Officer 

• (LADO) role is in place to ensure that allegations 
against people working with children are progressed 
in a timely and appropriate way.

• You must contact LADO within 24 hours of 
the allegation being made against a staff 
member.

• New contact details for LADO team found at

http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/contact
-details-lado





Prevent Duty

• It is essential that staff are able to identify children 
who may be vulnerable to radicalisation, and know 
what to do when they are identified

• The Prevent duty advice to schools and childcare 
providers

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protecti
ng-children-from-radicalisation-the-prevent-duty

• Awareness training can be carried out online at 
http://course.ncalt.com/Channel_General_Awareness/01
/index.html

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protecting-children-from-radicalisation-the-prevent-duty
http://course.ncalt.com/Channel_General_Awareness/01/index.html


New Prevent Course

• New e-learning course

• https://www.elearning.prevent.homeoffice.go
v.uk/

• Takes about 45 Minutes

• Can download a certificate at the end 

https://www.elearning.prevent.homeoffice.gov.uk/


Educate against Hate



Safeguarding in Education
Network Bulletin and Newsletters 

• The intention is to inform schools, settings and colleges 
of relevant news, guidance and publications and to 
share feedback and learning. Please help us share the 
information by circulating this bulletin/newsletter to 
your colleagues and by displaying it on notice boards in 
your school/setting. 

• We want to hear from you! 
• Please contact us via email at 

oscb@oxfordshire.gov.uk if you are interested in 
receiving the bulletin or have anything you would like 
us to include in the next issue. 



Developing Parent Partnership

“Young children achieve more and are happier 
when early years staff work with parents and 
share ideas about how to support and extend 
children’s learning”  Chris Athey, 1990



Developing Parent Partnerships 

What do you do in your setting/school to 
develop links/work with parents? 



Presentation by Leaders of Early Learning

Sharing good practice around 
‘Developing parent partnerships.’



Information from parents on entry
(These are available on the EY Toolkit)



Two way flow of information

Setting to home
What ways can you think of to share information about the child’s learning 
at the setting? How can you help parents to support their children’s 
learning at home? 

Home to setting
What ways can you think of to facilitate parent contributions to children’s 
learning journeys about learning they do at home?  



Links with Parents

Post box for parents to contribute comments 
about their child’s ‘wow moments’ at home

Post-it comments from 
parents about their 
child’s achievements

Opportunity for 

parents 

to suggest ideas 

for forthcoming 

learning / plans



Parental Engagement 
How to make a real difference





Working with parents… 
what do you do?

• Creating a welcoming ethos
• Communicating effectively with parents
• Reaching the hard to reach
• Engaging dads
• What works? Parent groups and workshops
• Parents’ evenings and meetings
• Involving parents in their child’s intervention 

programme
• Pulling it all together – leadership and 

management



Training Courses



Gross Motor Skills



A place for malleable

‘You don’t 
learn to dance 
wearing 
heavy boots.’





Have a safe journey home!


